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Dr. Sergei Erofeev 

Lecturer, Rutgers University 

 

Sergei Erofeev is currently a lecturer at Rutgers University in New Jersey. He has 

been involved in the internationalization of universities in Russia since the early 

1990s. Previously, Dr. Erofeev has served as a vice rector for international affairs 

at the Higher School of Economics in Moscow, the dean of international programs 

at the European University at Saint Petersburg, and the director of the Center for 

Sociology of Culture at Kazan Federal University in Russia. He has also been a 

Hubert H. Humphrey fellow at the University of Washington. Prior to his career in 

academia, Dr. Erofeev was a concert pianist, and has worked in the area of the 

sociology of the arts. 
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John Herbst is the director of the Atlantic Council's Eurasia Center. Ambassador 

Herbst served for thirty-one years as a foreign service officer in the US 

Department of State, retiring at the rank of career minister. He was the US 

ambassador to Ukraine from 2003 to 2006. Prior to his ambassadorship in 

Ukraine, he was the ambassador to Uzbekistan from 2000 to 2003. Ambassador 

Herbst previously served as US consul general in Jerusalem; principal deputy to 

the ambassador-at-large for the Newly Independent States; director of the Office 

of Independent States and Commonwealth Affairs; director of regional affairs in the Near East Bureau; and 

at the embassies in Tel Aviv, Moscow, and Saudi Arabia. He most recently served as director of the Center 

for Complex Operations at the National Defense University. He has received two Presidential Distinguished 

Service Awards, the Secretary of State’s Career Achievement Award, the State Department’s Distinguished 

Honor Award, and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Distinguished Civilian Service Award. 

Ambassador Herbst’s writings on stability operations, Central Asia, Ukraine, and Russia are widely 

published. 

 

 

 


