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Academic profile 

March 2017     Visiting Scholar at the National Research University Higher School of 

Economics in Moscow 

2016 – 2017  Visiting Scholar at the Institute of Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies 

(ISEES) at the State University of California, Berkeley 

Since 2014       Head of the Institute for East European Studies, Freie Universität Berlin 

Since 2011      Professor of Sociology with a focus on Eastern Europe at the East European 

Institute and the Institute of Sociology, Freie Universität Berlin 

2008 – 2011      Professor of economic sociology, Universität Osnabrück 

2008 – 2009     Member of the managing board of the SFB 580, Friedrich-Schiller-

Universität, Jena and head of the project on economic elites in Germany, 

Poland and Hungary 

2007 – 2008     Guest researcher, WZB, Berlin 

2004 – 2008     Assistant professor of economic sociology and co-manager of the project on 

East and West German business elites (SFB 580), Institute of Sociology, 

Friedrich-Schiller-Universität, Jena 

2001 – 2004     Research fellow, Institute of Sociology, Friedrich-Schiller-Universität, Jena 

1999 – 2000     Visiting Scholar, Minda de Gunzburg Center for European Studies, Harvard 

University, Cambridge M.A. 

1997 – 2000     Research position funded by the Volkswagen Foundation, Institute of 

Sociology, Friedrich-Schiller-Universität, Jena 

1994 – 1997     Post-Doc-Scholarship from the Max-Planck Institute for the Study of 

Societies, research group ʻInstitutionelle Transformation in the New German 

Länder’ (Prof. Wiesenthal, based at Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin) 

1990 – 1993     Research fellow, Georg-August-Universität (Institute of Sociology and SOFI), 

Göttingen 

1987 – 1990     Research fellow at the Institute of Philosophy, Academy of Science, Berlin 

(GDR) 

  

Education 

2004                  Habilitation, Friedrich-Schiller-Universität, Jena 



1987                 Doctoral degree, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 

1979 – 1984      Studies of philosophy and sociology, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 

1983 – 1984     Guest student, studies on history of social science in the 1920th at the 

Lomonosov MSU, Moscow 

 

Currently and recently finished research projects 

“Varieties of governance in hybrid regimes. Enterprises, state and civil society in contemporary 

Russia”, funded by: German Research Foundation; Timeframe: April 2018 – March 2021 

“State capacity and tax administrations. Russia, Kazakhstan, and Ukraine in comparison”; funded by 

the Centre for East European and International Studies; Timeframe: December 2016 – May 2017 

„Economic Elites in Enlarged Europe: Recruitment, Careers and Orientations of Managers”; funded 

by: DFG, Sonderforschungsbereich 580 „Gesellschaftliche Entwicklungen nach dem Systemumbruch” 

; Timeframe: 2008 – 2014    

 

Academic Services  

Since 2017       Member of the foundation board of the Leibniz Institute for East and 

Southeast European Studies (IOS), Regensburg 

Since 2017      Member of the academic advisory board of the Center for East European and 

International Studies (ZOiS), Berlin 

Since 2016       Member of the international advisory council of the Strategic Academic Unit 

for Social Development of the National Research University Higher School of 

Economics (HSE), Moscow 

Since 2016       Member of the advisory board of the Institute for European Politics 

(IEP) Berlin 

Since 2011        Students’ person of trust, Hans-Böckler-Stiftung 

2006 – 2009     Board member of the section ʻArbeits- und Industriesoziologie’ der Deutschen 

Gesellschaft für Soziologie (DGS) 

 

Editorships 

Since 2016       Member of editorial board of the Springer Serial ‘Societies and political orders 

in transition’ of the National Research University Higher School of 

Economics, Moscow 

Since 2011       Editor of the online journal ʻEmployment and economy in Central and Eastern 

Europe’ (emecon)  



Since 2011       Member of the supervisory board of the journal ‘Warsaw Forum of Economic 

Sociology’ (WFES) 

2006 – 2009     Member of the additorial board of “AIS Studien“, journal of the section 

ʻArbeits- und Industriesoziologie’ der Deutschen Gesellschaft für Soziologie 

(DGS) 


