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The working title of my research is Bosniaks in 1980-2005: Relation between National
and Religious Identity. The goals of the research is to point at the complexity of interethnic relations, the use of symbols as well as the relations between religious and national
(ethnic) identity among Bosniaks from 1980 to our days. I would like to examine the
relations between national and religious identity, their similarities and differences. One of
the key issues is that of national and religious symbols that are often confused. There are
numerous examples in everyday life that testify how religious symbols can turn into
national symbols (e.g., star and crescent). My aim with this research is to investigate to
what extent this process has been accepted in everyday life of the people.
The use and substitution of symbols may be synthetically expressed in the media, i.e.
newspapers, TV, publications, public and cultural events, as well as in private life.
Through a comparative method, I would compare the use and substitution of symbols in
private lives of the members of one people vis à vis the symbols as manifested by other
people living in the same territory. Magazine and public events of a certain people do
represent a source of research.
The research can be divided into several stages. The first, introductory stage is gathering
and introduction to the bibliographical references of both local and foreign authors who
have researched this issue. Main source are the magazines and reviews where we find the
positions of competent people and the reaction of ordinary people to the changes that
accompany national identification.
The main data base for a scientific analysis of this topic is represented by extensive
archival materials. The next stage would then be work in archives at our disposal, i. e.
archival research of adequate materials, the focus being on the current politics and its
attitude towards the national issues. Hence, the research encompasses working on
available materials in archives of the Commission for religious issues at the Central
Committee and processing activities of the Institute for the research of national issues in
Sarajevo. For this introductory part e refers to the archival data on the eminent figures
participating in the national issues in the 80’s and later years. Apart from the Archive of
the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the National Archive, we shall attempt to
consider other archives available.
Chronologically, I would divide the research into three phases: period from 1980, i.e., the
death of Tito and great changes in the country until the beginning of the war in Bosnia
and Herzegovina in 1992. The second phase covers the period from 1992 to 1995, while
the third phase would be the period after the end of the war until today, i.e., the year
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2005. These phases would be covered by the research with the focus on determining key
elements of the change of identity. Each of the phases represents one whole, possessing
its special relationship towards identity as a phenomenon of belonging, which is greatly
the consequence of political and social situation in the country. It is from such complex
relations that relations between religious and national aspects of identity arises, as well
as their merging so that it becomes difficult to distinguish one from the other. This
merger of elements motivates one to start searching from one’s identity. The search itself
is under great influence of the circumstances and environment that define it.
In the first phase, the domain of our interest is the attitude of official politics to the
frequent occurrences of raising national issue and the destiny of Muslim nation. After
Tito’s death, the national (i.e. ethnic) issue became important and was followed by a
revival of religious identity as well. In this research, I will use the example of religious
events in order to research their influence on the development of a new identity of
Bosniaks. The examples used for illustration are various Muslims dovištas (sites of
pilgrimage, e.g., Ajvatovica, as the greatest Muslim dovište), and, on the other hand,
public religious events (e.g., the funeral ceremony in Foča in 1989, to the Bosniaks killed
in WW II, etc.). Many of these events occur as development fop dual identity, i.e. the
identification of national and religious identities. Without differentiating these two sociocultural notions, they have been under great influence, and even sponsored financially
and ideologically by religious communities and political parties as representatives of
different peoples. Many public figures were engaged in religious events, leaving certain
impact on the identity of ordinary people.
The research comprising the archival data will enable me to observe the chronological
development of these manifestations and to analyse their content. Thus we availed
ourselves with important data on the way the manifestations were organised, their
organisers and financiers, their religious, cultural and political importance. The goal of
this research is to review the overall importance of the organised manifestations and their
expected influence on ordinary people.
The second phase represents a certain turning point, since the change of identity happens
in the conditions of war, when existential threats strengthens religious identity, regardless
of one’s fear of God. As a reaction to the developments in the country, but also as a
reflection of official politics, religious identity gets ever stronger and represents an
escape from the situation, while material assistance and the presence of foreign nationals
only contributed to such a development. That is why, the co-called re-islamisation,
massive use of head cover by Muslim women, numerous masjids, great numbers of
followers at the prayers, introduction of religious studies into the school system, sharia
marriages and similar phenomena are the consequences of unclear identity, the
strengthening of religious identity and the extremes that are the results of other extremes.
I would like to apply anthropological approaches in order to research the degree of these
changes of identity.
The third phase begins with the end of the war, yet it also faces an unclear identity,
whose reasons arise from the overall socio-political situation. Religion, as a shield during
the recent war, has lost its role in the time of peace. Contrary to its role in the first phase,
the unclear difference between religious and national identities among public figures,
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particularly politicians alienates, to say the least, ordinary people in this phase from
religion, which represents yet another segment of our research.
Other than research on national development, my concern is also experiences of ordinary
people. Oral history will be an important component to this research and I intend to
conduct extensive interviews with ordinary people. The aim of such a research is to
determine the attitude of ordinary people towards identity, towards religious and national
identity, more particularly their difference and interference.
I will interview people from different social layers. Other than from Sarajevo and nearby
area, our fieldwork will comprise other parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina. According to
the regional criterium, our research will be carried out in areas which can offer particular
data. Hence the research will include Krajina, and Bihać, central Bosnia and Travnik,
Herzegovina and Mostar, Eastern Bosnia and Goražde, etc. The research will include
urban and rural areas of these regions and will pay close attention to gender balance. The
collected data will be valuable on the identity of people from different social layers and
with a different educational background, which can be put to use on a micro-level once
we get to compare the relations between the urban and rural, male and female, as well as
between different regions of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
The main questions will focus on different notions of identity manifested in several
different ways: for instance, the use of head cover by Muslim women in both urban and
rural areas or representation of urban or rural children in the classes of religious teaching
at schools.
I argue that sense of identity is represented at feasts and weddings as the expression of
ordinary people. Such events are the source that testifies about the mixing of symbols, the
influence of tradition and blurry identities which are a mix of religious and national
elements that can be found among people from different social and ethnic layers.
In conversations with ordinary people, I will pay special attention to symbols. The main
questions will touch upon interpretation of symbols of the Bosniac nation. How much do
people differentiate between the national and religious symbols? What are those
symbols? How important are they to people?
In line with the three chronological periods, the people interviewed will be asked about
the most important symbols in their private lives. Do these symbols change in the three
periods? Is there a difference between the official national symbols and those that bear
certain importance in everyday life of these people? To what extent is the use of symbols
in their private lives influenced by the official national politics, region, community and
media? Were the symbols forced upon them?
This way, we learn about the acceptance of national identity, which distinguishes us from
them, and its mutual relation with local, religious, regional and European identities.
The number of interviewed people will subsequently be determined and will depend on
the results of our research.
The methods of observation and interviews are an adequate method for this type of
research. The approach to the problem inevitably implies ethnological research and
psychological experience of dual identity, both of an individual and of one whole people.
Therefore, through a combination of methods of interviews, observations, literature and
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newspaper articles from the period, as well as with available archival material, this
project could achieve its objectives.

Work-plan
January-March 2007: Acquainted with literature, with theory about national and
religious identity, methodology and anthropology approaching of this question, preparing
for methodological work-shop in March
March- October 2007: Introduction to the bibliographical references of both local and
foreign authors who have researched this issue, magazines and reviews
October-December 2007: Work in archives. Archival research of adequate materials,
the focus being on the current politics and its attitude towards the national issues.
Working on available materials in archives of the Commission for religious issues at the
Central Committee and processing activities of the Institute for the research of national
issues in Sarajevo
January-March 2008: Forming main list of question, adequate interview questionnaires
comparative with theory, taking, probe interviews
March-December 2008: Creation of focus groups, ethnological field work, gathering of
biographic information, fieldwork will comprise different parts of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Research will be carried out in areas which can offer particular data, hence
the research will include Krajina, and Bihać, central Bosnia and Travnik, Herzegovina
and Mostar, Eastern Bosnia and Goražde. The number of interviewed people will
subsequently be determined and will depend on the results of our research.
January-March 2009: Systematization of collected data, compassion research results
and theory
March-December 2009: Finale work, completing and writing work, making conclusion
and comparison with other work, presentation
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