Transition Economics: Social
Protection Systems in Post-Soviet
Regions

Review

This course is designed to introduce students to the specific of the
transformation, development and reforming process of social protection
systems (social insurance and social provision) in post-soviet regions
(Russia, Kazakhstan, Belarus). The goal of the course is to help students to
understand the foundations of social insurance and its limits, models of
regional social insurance schemes, to make cross-countries comparisons of
possible effects from various reforms, to follow trends and problems of the
current social insurance transformation. Lectures will be enriched with articles
that will be posted in advance online. Students are expected to make a 15-
minute presentation. The course grade is defined by participation and a
paper.

Course Programme

e Theoretical framework of social insurance and social provision,
concepts of social insurance, models of social insurance, social risks
according to ILO classification. 8 hours

e  Types of social insurance in transition economies: cases of Russia,
Kazakhstan, Belarus. Comparative studies. 8 hours

e  Compulsory pension insurance, medical insurance and maternity
insurance: state regulation, institutional structure, current reforms in
developed and transitional economies, directions of further development
and policy debates 8 hours

Prerequisites

This introductory course has actually no specific course prerequisites except
basic ones:
o General Insurance
o Life insurance, Pension insurance
e Business
o Basic ability to work with business data
o Understanding of business-processes
e Literacy
o Ability to read and effectively use textbooks
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Tutor: PhD Pisarenko Zhanna
e-mail: z.pisarenko@spbu.ru
Saint-Petersburg State University
Faculty of Economics
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