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Present day ethnic relations question
the vision of progressing assimilation
of ethnic minorities. Neither the deve-
lopment of traditional nor of new mino-
rities follows this pattern any more.
The reasons are related to the mo-
dern means of transportation and
communication, to the porous state
borders and the global spread of cul-
tural pluralism and individualization.
Democratic governance and constitu-
tional human rights also allow ethnic
minorities to resist ethnic assimilation.
The ideas about integration of minori-
ties or of multiculturalism offer little
theoretical and practical help in this
dynamic situation. We witness the
turn to interethnic integration in the
sense of convergence of values, nor-
mative standards and behavioural pat-
terns among ethnic groups. This con-
cept fosters the discourse and policies
focusing on full economic, political
and social citizenship for representati-
ves of all ethnic groups. The concept
implies respect to ethnic diversity and
ethnic symbioses together with efforts
to institutionalize the mutual enrich-
ment of cultures.

This cross national comparative re-
search of experts (Russian Federa-
tion, Ukraine, Moldova, Bulgaria
and Germany) is of high actuality
and provides deep and new in-
sights in the subject of “Interethnic
Integration”.
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